Abstract is paper looks into the di erences of attitudes towards supporting elderly parents among female students in six major cities in Asia. For this purpose, surveys were conducted among female university students in Seoul, Hong Kong, Nanjing, Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, and Tokyo. e lial expectations of mothers to the respondents were also asked in the questionnaire. Results showed that the respondents perceived that mothers prefer to be taken care of by their daughters more than their sons in all the cities. Secondly, a majority of the female students intend to give cash assistance to their mothers, except for the Japanese respondents. irdly, the attitudes towards supporting elderly mothers are not always related to the level of economic growth of their countries. Finally, hiring foreign domestic helpers is taking an important role in these countries except for Japan, whereas such private arrangements are quite common in Singapore. From this survey, we can see that the attitudes of supporting elderly parents are in uenced by welfare values and cultures in these countries. Also, it is observed that the maternal lines are stronger than the paternal lines in supporting elderly parents among the major cities in Asia today.
and growing elderly population. e free medical plan was converted to 10% co-payment of total medical fees and the ratio became the same as the working population. e fees gradually increased according to the rise of total health expenditure for the country. e co-payment for 75 years old and over went up to 20% in 2014.
In addition, the co-payment for the top income bracket became 30% which is as same as the rest of the population now.
Family structures and family roles have changed during the past period due to prolonged life expectancy. Caregiving for frail elderly parents has become very di cult tasks for family members particularly to women. Since the 1980s, more married women have entered the workforce and family size has declined.
erefore, elderly care has become a major source of stress for working women. In order to reduce the ex- cessive responsibility on caregivers, social services for the elderly people started expanding in the 1990s.
A ten-year project on health and welfare for the elderly (the Gold Plan) was enacted in 1990. is was a universal welfare measure, but fees were adjusted according to income levels. In addition, services were provided to elderly people who needed care under the auspices of the municipal governments. Ten years later, the Long-term Care Insurance started in April 2000. This is a mandatory insurance for those who are 40 years old and over. Monthly contributions are deducted from either monthly salaries or public pensions according to income levels. e eligibility for receiving services for persons who are 65 years and over will be assessed by assessment teams.
Di erent services were provided according to the assessed level on 7 levels: the ve-care levels and the two assisted levels. e maximum amount of care services is provided according to the levels and 10% of total fees per month is charged to the users. Although each municipal government operates the insurance plans, services are also provided by the private sectors. Half of the total funds are paid for through the insurance premium and both the national and local governments will each pay a quarter.
Because of increasing service needs, the fees of care services for the users who have the annual income over ¥2,800,000 per persons and ¥3,460,000 for couples increased from 10 to 20% from April 2015. As the population ages, there will be more demands for services.
Although the plan is expected to face serious nancial di culties in the near future, the Long-term Care Insurance plays a signi cant role in the care of the elderly people in Japan. 2) A er getting married, female students do not wish to live with or nearby their parents-in-law, but prefer to live with or nearby their own parents.
III. WELFARE MEASURES FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE IN OTHER COUNTRIES
Married daughters also want their mothers to help with child care.
3) e mother's generation do not utilize social ser- and the lowest is Korea at 41.6%. Also, the preference for utilizing care facilities is the highest in Korea at 28.7%. e expectation for daughters is the highest and the daughters-in-law is the lowest in all countries.
Figure 3 (question 7) shows the mother's expectations for support in their later years. The similarity among the 6 nations is that the care by daughters is much more highly expected than that of sons. e expectation of care by children is the lowest in Korea.
As for Figure 4 (question 9), it shows the students' 
Among 6 cities in this research, the average income is the highest in Singapore. Since the Singapore government has emphasized on family responsibilities, welfare measures for elderly people are not well developed compared to Japan. Caregiving for elderly is not socialized but charity organizations are subsidizing to meet their needs. e ratios of income and business taxes are low and there is no inheritance tax in Singapore. (9) It is the welfare pattern of a minimalist welfare and the small government. It is quite the similar welfare regime to the United States, which Esping-Anderson classi ed.
Japan has developed social measures for elderly people in accordance with increasing elderly population, although they cannot meet all welfare needs yet. In Korea, modernization a ected the attitudes towards supporting elderly parents for a short period and welfare measures are insufficient to meet their needs. As for Hong Kong, it entered into the ageing society in 2014
where the aged population reaches over 14% and the longevity is the same as that of Japan. Hong Kong has many similarities with Singapore in terms of land and population size, as well as the levels of economic development. Since the Hong Kong government united under the Chinese government, it seems that it is now in a di cult situation to develop its own welfare measures.
In Singapore, Hong Kong, and even in Korea and Malaysia, foreign domestic live-in helpers are taking on an important role in family care. ey are employed mainly from the Philippines and Indonesia. It is a very di erent way of meeting care needs for elderly people from that in Japan. Employing foreign domestic helpers by private families are now functioning to meet the care needs in these countries. However, population ageing is starting in these two developing countries
and their economies will grow in the future. For these reasons, it is quite certain that hiring domestic helpers from neighboring countries will become di cult in the near future. (10) In fact, in addition to industrialization and nancial wealth, the pattern of development of welfare measures for the elderly people and the varying degrees of these developments have signi cantly a ected the attitudes towards the support of elderly parents. 
